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Health IT:  Framing its Value
• Enables imagination and redesign of interdependent activities, 

including replacing workflows, new coordination activities, 
development of team-based care, strategies for patient 
engagement and new uses of information

• Facilitates improvements in patient safety; reduced medical 
errors; decreased use of inappropriate or ineffective 
interventions; increased use of clinical guidelines and evidence-
based clinical decisions; improvements in quality of care

• Serves as the infrastructure to interconnect providers and a 
catalyst in supporting new models of care delivery and payment



The Reports
• MHCC assessed acute care hospital and eligible professional  (EP) 

adoption and use of health IT

• Key evaluation areas include:
• Technology diffusion

• Meaningful Use (MU) achievement

• HIE connectivity



Consistent Themes Across Reports
• Health IT growth is strong in Maryland

• Hospitals by nearly 25 percent since 2008; overall at roughly 75 percent
• Office-based physicians by around 25 percent since 2010; overall at 

about 49 percent

• MU challenges exist around electronic health records (EHR) 
implementation, determining eligibility for participation, and 
achieving the MU requirements

• Use of health information exchange (HIE) services are growing at 
a modest pace
• Around 40 hospital emergency departments (EDs) and about 582 

ambulatory physicians use the CRISP portal (available - January 2011)
• Nearly 3 hospital EDs and roughly 755 physicians have subscribed to 

ENS (available - August 2012)



MHCC – A Resource for Health IT Diffusion

• Information regarding EHR, HIE, and telemedicine

• Health IT implementation strategy development support and 
evaluation

• Convener of hospital Chief Information Officers and Chief Medical 
Informatics Officers

• Link to community-based ambulatory practices

• Shed light on best practices through reporting

• HIE privacy and security regulations



Increasing the Momentum – Activities 
Underway  

• Collaborating with stakeholders on implementing strategies aimed 
at expanding MU eligibility; a key component of transforming care 
delivery

• Developing strategies with hospital Chief Information Officers, 
Chief Medical Informatics Officers, and CRISP to increase the 
availability and consumption of clinical information through the HIE

• Seeking opportunities to align practice transformation activities 
with adoption and expanded use of health IT

• Assisting providers in making choices around integrated and 
interoperable solutions
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Discussion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MU Acceleration Policy Discussion:
The MU requirements were developed to become more advanced as EPs progress through three stages.  Currently EPs are required to meet Stage 1, which focuses on the EP’s collection of clinical data electronically in a standard format and use of the information to track and report clinical conditions.  Stage 2, which begins in 2014, requires EPs to use technology to share information for care coordination and enable more patient control over their electronic health information.  Stage 3 requirements, which will begin in 2016, focus on the EPs’ increased use of EHR functionality to improve health care outcomes.  
What role should MHCC take to help ensure that EPs are able to meet the requirements of the incentive program as the Stages of MU advance over time?
Many of the proposed strategies require significant outreach and education efforts aimed at busy practices that are managing competing priorities.  How can MHCC staff effectively reach EPs to make them aware of the resources available to help them navigate participation in the incentive program?
What other strategies related to accelerating MU should MHCC staff explore?

Hospital Health IT Policy Discussion:
The Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) Act, enacted as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), included roughly $25.9 billion to promote the adoption and use of federally certified health information technologies.  The challenges of implementing comprehensive health IT solutions are not new to hospitals; however, their scope and urgency is far greater since the passage of the HITECH Act.  HITECH was enacted as part of the ARRA and, among other things, provides funds to expand the adoption of EHRs in an effort to modernize the health care industry.  Nearly all hospitals in the State have taken advantage of the federal incentives to digitize health records.
How can MHCC ensure that hospitals begin or continue to take advantage of the federal incentives?
What other factors can MHCC assess that will be useful to policymakers as transformation of care delivery occurs?
Other?
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